
Mechanisation 
 

In 1929 the Australian Army reprinted the 
British Manual of Horsemastership, Equitation 
and Driving. This perhaps emphasised that 
horses remained key to Army capabilities 
especially in Light Horse, Artillery and Service 
Corps units. The issue of the repacement of the 
horse by mechanical transport would be a key 
Army question until well into the Second 
World War. The Military Board sought 
mechanisation, but lack of defence funding 
and the prohibition of the extension of regular 
units mitigated againts its achievement. 

The issues involved are well discussed in Captain James Morrison 
Mechanising an Army: Mechanisation policy and the concersion of the Light 
Horse 1920-1943 (2006).  
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Defence 
Nuclear deterrence needs to be discussed at ANZMIN: 
(M)AspiStrategist 
Simeon Boikov: Ukrainians call on Penny Wong to kick out Russian 
agent ‘Aussie cossack’ in Sydney consulate: (M)TheNightly  

 

Army 
First time participation in Japan-US exercise: (M)Defence  
 

Navy 
Chefs cook off together in Singapore for Indo Pacific Endeavour: (F)Defence  
 

Army 
Australia to test StrikeMaster coastal defense system with NSM missiles mounted on Bushmaster 
vehicle: (F)MainBattleTank 
 

Air Force 
Royal Australian Air Force 2024: (F)TaacticalWings  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
11 December 1916: HMAS 
Sydney and Melbourne in 2nd 
Light Cruiser Sqn serving in 
North Sea 
13 December 1939: HMNZS 
Achilles with HMS Ajax and 
Exeter intercept German pocket 
battleship Admiral Graf von 
Spee 
14 December 1944: Australian 
N-class destroyers bombard 
Burma 
15 December 1939: 2nd AIF 
advance party embarks for the 
Middle East 
17 December 1967: HMAS 
Perth under fire off Dong Hoi, 
Việt Nam 
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https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-deterrence-needs-to-be-discussed-at-anzmin/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_94617a4d96cf6ff1e35cc176818bdaed&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Nuclear%20deterrence%20needs%20to%20be%20discussed%20at%20ANZMIN
https://thenightly.com.au/politics/send-him-packing-ukrainians-call-on-penny-wong-to-kick-out-russian-agent-in-sydney-consulate-c-16970797?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/releases/2023-12-04/first-time-participation-japan-us-exercise
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPPIJovF0Fc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=popaNnAxqpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO4boJDeNWs
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
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Cambodia 
Partnership of convenience: Ream Naval Base and the Cambodia–China convergence: (M)Lowy  
 

NATO 
NATO to launch new cyber center by 2028: (M)BreakingDefense  
Dutch say tight defense market leaves €750M of Ukraine aid unspent: (M)DefenseNews  
 

UK 
British Army would be worn down 'in six months to a year' in a major war, minister warns: 
(M)SkyNews  
 

US  

‘Campaign mindset’: Pentagon unveils new, formal strategy to defend against rising unmanned 
threats: (M)BreakingDefense  
Can Trump split China and Russia? (M)ForeignAffairs  
 

Canada 
The future of land warfare and the Canadian Army: (M)CDAInstitute  
 

Middle East 
Bridging, not hedging: Arab Gulf States’ ambitions in a polarised world : (M)IISS  
Iran’s weakened position and the status of its nuclear option: (M)IISS  
 

Ukraine 
Bushmaster IMV in the Kursk Region: (F)UNITED24  
Australia's secret weapon: JDAM-ERs for Ukraine: (G)O'Donnell  
Peace through agency: how to end Russia’s war in Ukraine: (M)RUSI  
Chemical weapons use in Ukraine tests global norms to breaking point: (M)RUSI  
 

Russia 
After Trump’s win, Russian disinformation aims to drive a wedge between the US and Ukraine: 
(M)APNews  
Russian casualties reach record highs in Ukraine: (M)UKDJ  
 

China 
China defence minister Dong Jun’s reappearance stirs more intrigue amid patron Miao Hua's 
downfall: (M)ChannelNewsAsia  
 

Military History 
Sailors on USS Carney recall tense night of combat in fierce Red Sea fight: (M)TaskandPurpose  
Govt urged to negotiate return of VC hero from Russian morgue: (M)Contact  
 

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  
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https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/partnership-convenience-ream-naval-base-cambodia-china-convergence#msdynttrid=yd28cSrBRvkXLv1lpiiIDfeKogaChvKZgf1ASDMC94Y
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/nato-to-launch-new-cyber-center-by-2028-official/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2024/12/05/dutch-say-tight-defense-market-leaves-750m-of-ukraine-aid-unspent/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://news.sky.com/story/british-army-would-be-devastated-in-six-months-to-a-year-in-a-major-war-minister-warns-13266702
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/campaign-mindset-pentagon-unveils-new-formal-strategy-to-defend-against-rising-unmanned-threats/?utm_campaign=Breaking%20Defense%20Air%20&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--cGkjOAyY6o70leYgkszdiwAqFmZpmu_6zLU4fTVYI6T96Wte80GOofGLS-q3Zw-6eLL58B2nFnewouPD4cZfVvjLL6w&_hsmi=337388071&utm_content=337388071&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/can-trump-split-china-and-russia?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Can%20Trump%20Split%20China%20and%20Russia?&utm_content=20241206&utm_term=EDZZZ003ZX
https://cdainstitute.ca/the-future-of-land-warfare-and-the-canadian-army/
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2024/11/bridging-not-hedging-arab-gulf-states-ambitions-in-a-polarised-world/
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.com/m/1/82424616/p1-t24341-96271bf95bb44374aea945305fd19fdb/1/1/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAkWKAs3mfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPNiTMTdN1Q
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/peace-through-agency-how-end-russias-war-ukraine
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/chemical-weapons-use-ukraine-tests-global-norms-breaking-point
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-trump-biden-disinformation-335ed5bf57996b66bc387497a7efdbb9?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/russian-casualties-reach-record-highs-in-ukraine/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/east-asia/dong-jun-miao-hua-china-pla-purge-xi-jinping-4791276
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/uss-carney-combat-sailors/?utm_term=Task%26Purpose_Today_12.07.24&utm_campaign=Task%20%26%20Purpose_TPToday_Actives_Dynamic&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2024/12/04/govt-urged-to-negotiate-return-of-vc-corpse-from-russian-morgue/

