
 

Guinea Gold Friday April 23, 1943 
 

  
Major General “Jimmie” Doolittle led the US air raid on Tokyo on 18th April 1942. 16 B-25B 

Mitchell medium bombers, each with a crew of five, were launched from the US Navy aircraft 
carrier USS Hornet, in the Pacific Ocean.  Here is a account of the fate of the crews published a 
year later in the Australian edition of Guinea Gold. 

Of the 16 crews involved, 14 returned to the United States or reached the safety of American 
forces, though one man was killed while bailing out. Eight men were captured by Japanese forces 
in eastern China (the other two crew members having drowned in the sea), and it is true that 
three of them were later executed. It is quite understandable  that information on the crews’ fates 
was not accurately known in 1943. 
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
11 September 1914: Battle of 
Bita Paka, New Britain— first 
Australian conflict of  the First 
World War 
14 September 1943: 26 Bde 
crosses the Busu river heading 
towards Lae, New Guinea 
15 September 1943:  2/25 Bn 
patrols enter and raise 
Australian flag at Lae 
19 September 1918: Australian 
light horse units ride around 
Turkish positions at Nablus, 
Jordan, sealing enemy escape 
routes 
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