
Christmas for the Troops 
 
 

Christmas was on a 
Tuesday in 1945. Guinea 
Gold was still being 
published (probably in 
Rabaul) and it continued to 
be so well in to 1946 – there 
were tens of thousands of 
Australian troops waiting 
to return home, mostly in 
Morotai. The greetings 
included ones from the PM 
(now Chifley), Maj Gen 
‘Red Robbie’ Robertson 
and perhaps more 
significantly Bluey and 
Curley.   

 
Key: (M) – magazine or website; (N) – newspaper; (F) – film; (P) – podcast 

Defence 
Indo Pacific Endeavour 2024 wrap up: (F)Defence  
 

Navy 
With first test fire, Aussies joins tiny Tomahawk club with US, UK: (M)BreakingDefense  
Australian Navy successfully test-fires Tomahawk missile: (F)RAN  
 

Army 
Australian Army chief diagnoses three key challenges to the army profession: (M)AspiStrategist  
The implications of emerging changes in land warfare for the focused all-domain defence force:  
(M)Aspi 
 Why Australia is upgrading to the world’s most advanced tank: (F)TalkingTactics  
 

Air Force 
Royal Australian Air Force received new F-35A stealth jets after a year delay: (F)GlobalDefense  
CAF & WOFF-AF End of Year Message 2024: (F)RAAF  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
17 December 1967: HMAS 
Perth under fire off Dong Hoi, 
Việt Nam 
19 December 1918: War Service 
Homes Act passed providing 
home loans to military personnel 
who served overseas 
20 December 1915: Evacuation 
of Anzac and Suvla complete 
21 December 1916: Australian 
Light Horse captures El Arish, 
Egypt 
22 December 1916: Light Horse 
march on to Magdhaba, Egypt 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWs_TMPe3jE
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/with-first-test-fire-aussies-joins-tiny-tomahawk-club-with-us-uk/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--DiADWoyCEqTZIrqkrB6k6hGIhUA_9NpsrX4gI7ulY3ZQJ7CMHpyMmGnMYmgtaoGuNm-G1iq5l0GMN05-sck-YbRL5JA&_hsmi=337940918&utm_content=337940918&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1PKUlXQ4b4
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australian-army-chief-diagnoses-three-key-challenges-to-the-army-profession/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_5a560c98ed23cfadd781518a4e1c3f61&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australian%20Army%20chief%20diagnoses%20three%20key%20challenges%20to%20the%20army%20profession
https://ad-aspi.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/2024-12/The%20implications%20of%20emerging%20changes%20in%20land%20warfare.pdf?VersionId=Z6eAYMB1HbW6joXHwuD4Blfmi7q0pFoI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erNZLOPlA1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoVxq_DEKJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odVmbwJbBRU
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
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US signs long-sought intelligence sharing deal with the Philippines: (M)DefenseNews  

NATO 
NATO chief warns that Putin wants long-term confrontation with Europe: (M)DefenseNews  
 

UK 
British troops test laser weapon as cheap option to fry drones: (M)DefenseNews  
Annual Chief of the Defence Staff Lecture 2024 with Admiral Sir Tony Radakin: (F)RUSI  
 

US  

Biden approves national security memo on China, Iran, North Korea and Russia ahead of Trump’s 
return: (M)APNews  
The Army is too top-heavy: (M)DefenseOne  
 

Canada 
Arctic seabed warfare against data cables: (M)RUSI-NS  
 

Middle East 
US A-10s, B-52s, target dozens of ISIS sites in Syria: (M)TaskandPurpose  
A-10s are being spotted in Syria. Here’s how they’re being used: (M)DefenseNews  
US strikes 75 ISIS targets in Syria after Assad regime collapses: (M)MilitaryTimes  
‘Wait and see’: as Syrian regime falls, Middle East and US officials watch warily for what comes 
next: (M)BreakingDefense  
The fall of the House of Assad: (M)AspiStrategist  
How Assad’s fall hurts Russia and Iran: (M)AspiStrategist  
Israel seeks to defang Syria, as 350-plus strikes destroy military sites and equipment: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
Deep intel about the rebel takeover in Syria: (F)WardCarroll  
 

Ukraine 
Austin announces $1B in new Ukraine aid, warns against abandoning Kyiv: (M)BreakingDefense  
Kerch Bridge targeted: novel Ukrainian tactics & strategic implications: (F)KvivPost  
How Trump can end the war in Ukraine: (M)ForeignAffairs  
How Ukraine took out Russia’s Khalino Air Base with advanced tactics: (F)KvivPost  
 

Russia 
Russia’s military found a surprisingly simple way to buy US chips: (M)Bloomberg  
Russia's biggest weapon storage is almost depleted: (F)MilitaryShow  
 

China 
US monitoring Taiwan Strait while China mobilizes warships, balloons nearby: (M)DefenseScoop  
 

Military History 
Built in Australia: HMAS Castlemaine & the Bathurst Class Corvettes: (F)DrClarke  
They know practically nothing: the AIF's learning between Gallipoli and the Western Front: 
(F)WesternFrontAssociation  
Dressing for success at 70,000-feet aboard the U-2 Dragon Lady: (M)TheWarZone  

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  

© RUSIV 2024. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  

https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2024/11/18/us-signs-long-sought-intelligence-sharing-deal-with-the-philippines/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-asia
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2024/12/12/nato-chief-warns-that-putin-wants-long-term-confrontation-with-europe/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2024/12/11/british-troops-test-laser-weapon-as-cheap-option-to-fry-drones/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTRoGNRRk1g
https://apnews.com/article/trump-biden-national-security-memorandum-6d3462b37533a2665d1e844ee6f7f662?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2024/12/army-too-top-heavy/401571/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20December%2012%2C%202024&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_seabed_warfare/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/air-force-syria-isis-strikes/?utm_term=Task%26Purpose_Today_12.09.24&utm_campaign=Task%20%26%20Purpose_TPToday_Actives_Dynamic&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/12/04/a-10s-are-being-spotted-in-syria-heres-how-theyre-being-used/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2024/12/09/us-strikes-75-isis-targets-in-syria-after-assad-regime-collapses/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/wait-and-see-as-syrian-regime-falls-middle-east-and-us-officials-watch-warily-for-what-comes-next/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_92fdO4DHdwSa5NSF29ijiiigoDAMkP-EAHYJTwPpvOFUXhQwFrjVGTOtqFR5lhOlmlqjfjr4-QlIpGXLjklCeMRM5Dw&_hsmi=337633007&utm_content=337633007&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-fall-of-the-house-of-assad/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_fe14d84cd6efa28903b13fa559d782aa&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20fall%20of%20the%20House%20of%20Assad
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/how-assads-fall-hurts-russia-and-iran/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_76647fd11009db2ca45b1d1693b7c221&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=How%20Assads%20fall%20hurts%20Russia%20and%20Iran
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/israel-seeks-to-defang-syria-as-350-plus-strikes-destroy-military-sites-and-equipment/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9eGO1fsgXxbc1_00VQB9FAFObU5cfn65fEqido4UD9uHWkfxGlRtV8ceIj1KVOSZT8eehqxW8PaW7hr3fqy1--UxT4SQ&_hsmi=338006965&utm_content=338006965&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWJx4u5tvMM
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/austin-announces-1b-in-new-ukraine-aid-warns-against-abandoning-kyiv/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9jh731vrFOA5bLMpr7i_Hra1Z5z4HQzERVZ92ndH3AG-qjn19BKJs7ZrG1OBYj_jrCQanIZ9h48MAecTDY47FZM6MjOg&_hsmi=337830430&utm_content=337830430&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1jhI53XDFA
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/how-trump-can-end-war-ukraine?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=How%20Trump%20Can%20End%20the%20War%20in%20Ukraine&utm_content=20241212&utm_term=EDZZZ003ZX
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ocfzb3IsHA
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-12-09/russia-s-military-buying-us-chips-from-texas-instruments-despite-sanctions?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjm3QaVJvI0
https://defensescoop.com/2024/12/11/us-monitoring-taiwan-strait-china-mobilizes-warships-balloons/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuX5mEpJ75I&list=WL&index=89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr4T4P5W_SI&list=WL&index=4
https://www.twz.com/air/dressing-for-success-at-70000-feet-aboard-the-u-2-dragon-lady?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru

