
Dying to Order 
 

 
This is a pamphlet written by Brigadier J.W. 

O’Brien, DSO, ED in 1952. He was nicknamed the 
‘boy brigadier’ and among his distinguised 
achievements in the Second World War were the 
command of the 2/5th Field Regiment and the 
development of the Short 25-pounder gun. In 1946 
he was appointed Leader of the Scientific Mission to 
Japan. Though many non-Americans found it 
difficult to work with MacArthur’s headquarters, 
O’Brien had an excellent relationship there, 
principally because he had, it is said, saved 

MacArthur’s son from drowning. 
The leaflet examines the Japanese peoples’ determination to defend 

their homeland. 
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Defence 
Exercise Keris Woomera - amphibious beach landing and assault: (F)Defence  
Australia's new missile defence system will blow you away: 
(F)TalkingTactics  
Aussie navigation firm, MBDA team and test AUKUS’ new tech-sharing 
muscles: (M)BreakingDefense  
Recommended: 2024 the year in review: (F)RUSINSW  

 

Army 
Exercise Trident 2024: (F)Defence  
Patrolling through adversity: (F)Defence  
Army’s new Landing Craft Heavy announced: (M)Contact  
 

Navy 
Japanese government authorises Mogami frigate sale to Australia: 
(M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
 

Air Force 

RUSIV Defence Update 
Celebrating our 134th Year  
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secretary@rusivic.org.au 
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Library 
 

 
Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
2 December 1914: First 
Australian military aircraft 
leaves for First World War 
3 December 1853: Battle of 
Eureka Stockade — the last 
occasion when British troops 
quell a civil uprising in 
Australia 
3 December 1914: 1st AIF 
lands in Egypt 
5 December 1950: HMAS 
Bataan and Warramunga 
evacuate sick and wounded from 
Chinnampo, North Korea 
7 December 1915: Evacuation 
of Anzac and Suvla forces begins 
from Gallipoli 
7 December 1941: Siege of 
Tobruk ends after 242 days at a 
cost of 3009 Australian 
casualties and 942 POWs. 
Japanese carrier planes attack 
Pearl Harbour, Guam, 
Philippines, Singapore and Kotu 
Bahru 
8 December 1941: US and 
Great Britain declare war on 
Japan. Japanese invade Malaya 
& Hong Kong 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jak6ahSmQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jK7H7TD6pOc&list=WL&index=72
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/11/aussie-navigation-firm-mbda-team-and-test-aukus-new-tech-sharing-muscles/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9hrxgAaV2zO1c7CoglW0XUswsT8x6hDvu741KP-T6qpSxErHUddyD3vAywIFpd7kxEq29RUKGCb_6-Bhrcj0IKiN7muQ&_hsmi=336058098&utm_content=336058098&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.rusi.org.au/Videos/VideoTheatre87.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJwKVMko4ME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYxYEEJyFMA
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2024/11/23/armys-new-landing-craft-heavy-announced/
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/japanese-government-authorises-mogami-frigate-sale-to-australia/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=618ba948a1-RSS_News+BuEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-618ba948a1-66246413
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/
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Flying with our Fiji partners: (F)Defence  
ADF fly-over Sydney Harbour: (F)RAAF  
Defence deploys P-8As for Operation Gateway: (M)AsiaPacificDefenceReporter  
 

Indonesia 
Understanding Prabowo’s Natunas gambit with China: (M)Lowy 
 

Philippines 
Weak link or “frontline ally”? Where the Philippines will fit into Trump’s rivalry with China: 
(M)Lowy  
 

NATO 
Dr Fitriani on subsea cable sabotage in the Baltic Sea: (M)ASPI  
 

UK 
GCAP vs carriers: analysing UK defence priorities: (M)NavalTechnology  
 

US  

Navy asking Congress for $5.7B in emergency submarine funding: (M)BreakingDefense  
Will Musk’s ‘Algorithm’ reduce military inefficiency—or increase risk? (M)DefenseOne  
 

Middle East 
Israel’s Trump delusion: why Netanyahu’s ambition to remake the Middle East is unlikely to 
succeed: (M)ForeignAffairs  
How Biden can salvage Middle East peace—and his legacy: (M)ForeignAffairs  
Israel and Lebanon’s Hezbollah agree to a ceasefire: (M)DefenseNews  
 

Ukraine 
Making the most of Ukraine’s freedom to strike Russia: (M)RUSI  
 

Russia 
The West must stop protecting Russia from the consequences of its actions: (M)RUSI  
Russia warns of response as Ukraine strikes with US missiles: (M)Stars&Stripes  
UK intelligence chief accuses Russia of ‘staggeringly reckless’ sabotage campaign: 
(M)Stars&Stripes 
  

China 
Beijing’s online influence operations along the India–China border: (M)AspiStrategist  
As China tries harder to collect data, we must try harder to protect data: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Military History 
The forgotten legacy of Britain's nuclear weapons tests: (F)IWM  
9 Squadron operations in Vietnam with Bob "Rags" Redman: 
(F)AustralianMilitaryAviationHistory  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3A3HX5PO44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPBVNGjRCDU
https://asiapacificdefencereporter.com/defence-deploys-p-8as-for-operation-gateway/?utm_source=Asia+Pacific+Defence+Reporter&utm_campaign=618ba948a1-RSS_News+BuEMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_513319f9bb-618ba948a1-66246413
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/understanding-prabowo-s-natunas-gambit-china#msdynttrid=HEHMHnglsZVQHBafNzHAyHu6eJmdnCFXcDrlDwXIJAo
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/weak-link-or-frontline-ally-where-philippines-will-fit-trump-s-rivalry-china#msdynttrid=IQy5Lbt8OQjhhgIxPLZoenXJRMqrLns2NRZbGUOKS_k
https://aspicts.substack.com/p/the-monthly-roundup-dr-fitriani-on?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=17471&post_id=151901535&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=2dzt8&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/gcap-vs-carriers-analysing-uk-defence-priorities/?cf-view&cf-closed
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/11/navy-asking-congress-for-5-7b-in-emergency-submarine-funding/?utm_campaign=Breaking%20Defense%20Sea&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--33ds56UBBLqldss_Ftf7h_zw9_RsFg54JyRNlyBgJk2k8XHWD0vEV_aWfS4YUOFo3xJKMlUkkxoW2X3XIzsHQB_gIhA&_hsmi=336122513&utm_content=336122513&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2024/11/will-musks-algorithm-reduce-military-inefficiencyor-increase-risk/401327/?oref=defense_one_breaking_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Breaking%20News:%2011/26%20Musk&utm_term=newsletter_d1_alert
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/israels-trump-delusion?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=twofa&utm_campaign=Israel’s%20Trump%20Delusion&utm_content=20241129&utm_term=EWZZZ003ZX
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/how-biden-can-salvage-middle-east-peace-and-his-legacy?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=How%20Biden%20Can%20Salvage%20Middle%20East%20Peace—and%20His%20Legacy&utm_content=20241127&utm_term=EDZZZ003ZX
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2024/11/26/israel-and-lebanons-hezbollah-agree-to-a-ceasefire/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/making-most-ukraines-freedom-strike-russia
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/west-must-stop-protecting-russia-consequences-its-actions
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2024-11-26/russia-response-ukraine-long-range-us-approval-biden-15978210.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2024-11-29/uk-intelligence-russia-sabotage-campaign-16004023.html?utm_source=Stars+and+Stripes+Emails&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines&utm_medium=email
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/beijings-online-influence-operations-along-the-india-china-border/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_19d12546dc3ce9583d8e48fcb8707455&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Beijings%20online%20influence%20operations%20along%20the%20IndiaChina%20border
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/as-china-tries-harder-to-collect-data-we-must-try-harder-to-protect-data/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d22259b09b90aa4f04ea28553228fce4&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=As%20China%20tries%20harder%20to%20collect%20data%20we%20must%20try%20harder%20to%20protect%20data
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNYkLdFaew8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2ObE616tH8
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Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria  

© RUSIV 2024. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV.  


