
 

Identification of Japanese Aircraft 
 

The shock of the fall of Singapore 
reverberated throughout all the Australian 
community in early 1942. Many expected 
Japanese attacks on the mainland and the large 
February attack on Darwin reinforced their 
fears. Would aircraft underatake further 
bombing raids? The following attacks from 
Mossman to Broome magnified their fears.  

This 1942 Melbourne published 24-page 
leaflet sought to inform the public by showing 
the silhouettes of the principal Japoanese 
aircraft. It was eagerly sold to the newly formed 
volunteer Air Observer Corps and to the wider 
public. 

The outlines of 12 aircraft are shown, including the Zero. Perhaps 
ironically, the silhouette of the only Japanese aircraft to fly over 
Melbourne, Sydney and other southern ports, the Yokosuka E14Y 
“Glen”, was not included. 
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 

22 July 1919: Australians in attack at 
Archangel, North Russia 
22 July 1942: Japanese advance on 
trails towards Port Moresby. Pte 
Arthur Gurney, 2/48 Bn, awarded 
posthumous VC for actions at Tel El 
Eisa, Egypt 
23 July 1916: Battle of Pozières, 
France, begins. Lt Arthur Blackburn, 
and Pte John Leak 9 Bn, awarded VCs 
24 July 1900: Capt Neville Howse, 
NSW Army Medical Corps, awarded 
the VC for his actions at Vredefort, 
Orange Free State, the only VC 
awarded to Australian medical 
personnel 
24 July 1945: Pte Frank Partridge, 8 
Bn, awarded the VC for his actions on 
Bougainville 
25 July 1916: Pte Thomas Cooke, 8 
Bn, awarded the VC for his actions at 
Pozières 
26 July 1942: 2/28 Bn attacks 
Miteriya Ridge during the El Alamein 
campaign, only to be overrun by 
Germans because Allied armoured 
support could not get through enemy 
lines to support them 
28 July 1916: Sgt Claud Castleton, 5 
MG Coy, awarded the VC for his 
actions near Pozières. He died during 
the action 
29 July 1942: Japanese retake Kokoda 
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