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Christmas was on a Friday in
1942. Guinea Gold, published in
Rabaul contained the King’s Xmas
Message, news of a Zero shot
down by a Wirraway and
MacArthur’s communique on the
Buna Front (Australians not
mentioned). Courtesy of the
Sunday Mail and Courier-Malil,
this Special Christmas
Supplement featured Ginger
Meggs, Bluey & Curley, two short
stories and a B&W pinup of Miss
America 1942, Jo-Carroll
Dennison. She could ride a horse,
rope a steer, read a book, broil a
steak and take dictation!

Forthcoming Anniversaries

23 December 1916: Imperial
force pushes Ottomans from
Magdhaba

24 December 1941: Australians
assist in the recapture of
Benghazi, Libya

27 December 1943: 2/16 Bn
captures the Pimple on Shaggy
Ridge, New Guinea

30-31 December 1944: Battle of
Pearl Ridge, Bougainville

31 December 1967: 3 RAR
arrives in Viét Nam on board
HMAS Sydney

| Key: (M) - magazine or website; (N) - newspaper; (F) - film; (P) - podcast |

Defence

Chief of Joint Operations end of year message: (I') Defence

Aussie annual defense report stripped of data: ‘Kind of useless now”: (M)BreakingDefense
Australian Government Response to the Independent Review of Commonwealth funding for
strategic policy work: (IM)PM&C

How to fill gaps in AUKUS communication efforts: (M) AspiStrategist

Navy

Multi-ship commissioning ceremony: (I)Defence

Great progress and greater potential: Australia needs to accelerate programs for uncrewed naval
vessels: (M) AspiStratecist

Recommended: US Coast Guard to participate in first-ever drill in Tokyo Bay: (M)Military.com

Air Force
The final F-35A Lightning II aircraft arrives: (F') AirlPhotographyDigest

Pacific


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds_tOiKCVnA
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/aussie-annual-defense-report-stripped-of-data-kind-of-useless-now/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_IbBrz67xYu9T3nV1Sl59X7RlzWKGjagNmq62W-Es47JSQ0RTa3m4SLluZxSiq-Z3cjQJX6023FkDdvccsasPHwjCqhA&_hsmi=339509704&utm_content=339509704&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.pmc.gov.au/resources/australian-government-response-independent-review-commonwealth-funding-strategic-policy-work
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/how-to-fill-gaps-in-aukus-communication-efforts/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_be0e0ea1bbdb262fccbe0296185fd197&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=How%20to%20fill%20gaps%20in%20AUKUS%20communication%20efforts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlimYtXUOIc
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/great-progress-and-greater-potential-australia-needs-to-accelerate-programs-for-uncrewed-naval-vessels/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a0c7edce662c98307cb37cf7abba9817&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Great%20progress%20and%20greater%20potential%20Australia%20needs%20to%20accelerate%20programs%20for%20uncrewed%20naval%20vessels
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/12/17/us-coast-guard-participate-first-ever-drill-tokyo-bay.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5XYSn1YolM
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
http://www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/

Guardians of the blue Pacific:

NATO

NATO takes over coordination of military aid to Kyiv from US, source says:

UK

UK leadership on Ukraine continues as Defence Secretary announced £225m support package
during Kyiv visit:

US

C-130s from around the world gather for an ‘elephant walk’:

New US Space Force jammers aim to disrupt China’s SATCOM signals:

Army will trim 5% of general-officer jobs in coming years, chief’s spokesman says:

US government urges high-ranking officials to lock down mobile devices following telecom
breaches:

India
India commissions Russian-built warship amid enduring ties with Moscow:

Middle East

Is stability in the Middle East possible?
What is going on in Syria and what the hell does it mean for US troops?
Russian bases and Hezbollah weapons: key questions follow fall of Syrian regime:

Ukraine
Pentagon’s assessment of North Koreans fighting in Kursk, rate at which Ukraine is losing ground:

Ukraine’s hardest winter: weary soldiers and citizens express fatalistic optimism while preparing
for the loss of U.S. military support:

Russia
Putin challenges West to 'high-tech duel' to test missile defense:

China

China expanding Pacific Operations, Taiwan invasion ‘not possible” by 2027, say DoD officials:

What the Pentagon’s new report on Chinese military power reveals about capabilities, context,
and consequences:

Military History
Memorial service to honour fallen nurses:
That time the US military burned down one of its own bases with a ‘bat bomb’:

Cyclone Tracy: 50 years on:

Please pass this newsletter to your friends and invite them to join RUSI Victoria


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFbs6RPs-Vs
https://www.reuters.com/world/nato-takes-over-coordination-military-aid-kyiv-us-source-says-2024-12-17/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leadership-on-ukraine-continues-as-defence-secretary-announced-225m-support-package-during-kyiv-visit
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/c-130s-guam-elephant-walk/?utm_term=Task%26Purpose_Today_12.16.24&utm_campaign=Task%20%26%20Purpose_TPToday_Actives_Dynamic&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email
https://www.defensenews.com/space/2024/12/19/new-us-space-force-jammers-aim-to-disrupt-chinas-satcom-signals/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2024/12/army-will-trim-5-general-officer-jobs-coming-years-chiefs-spokesman-says/401799/?oref=defenseone_today_nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Defense%20One%20Today:%20December%2020%2C%202024&utm_term=newsletter_d1_today
https://techcrunch.com/2024/12/19/us-government-urges-high-ranking-officials-to-lock-down-mobile-devices-following-telecom-breaches/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2024/12/19/india-commissions-russian-built-warship-amid-enduring-ties-with-moscow/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfn-dnr
https://www.rusi.org/podcasts/global-security-briefing/episode-91-stability-middle-east-possible
https://taskandpurpose.com/opinion/assad-regime-syria-us-troops/?utm_term=Task%26Purpose_Today_12.19.24&utm_campaign=Task%20%26%20Purpose_TPToday_Actives_Dynamic&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email
https://breakingdefense.com/2024/12/russian-bases-and-hezbollah-weapons-key-questions-follow-fall-of-syrian-regime/?utm_campaign=Breaking%20Defense%20Land&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--g7qOW8QP_Nxk4CNxLrGnVPf09LMsSSRpC0U6D0pmFgCGuo04_FG1wu1g77t_FKM5dUwGcgEs2uDjN0XxYJCzkPemxiQ&_hsmi=339179566&utm_content=339179566&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.twz.com/news-features/pentagons-assessment-of-north-koreans-fighting-in-kursk-rate-at-which-ukraine-is-losing-ground?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2024/12/ukraine-russia-war-trump-election/681035/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/12/19/putin-challenges-west-high-tech-duel-test-missile-defense.html?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://news.usni.org/2024/12/19/china-expanding-pacific-operations-taiwan-invasion-not-possible-by-2027-say-dod-officials?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://warontherocks.com/2024/12/what-the-pentagons-new-report-on-chinese-military-power-reveals-about-capabilities-context-and-consequences/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2024/12/13/memorial-service-to-honour-fallen-nurses/
https://taskandpurpose.com/history/bat-bombs-burned-base/?utm_term=Task%26Purpose_Today_12.21.24&utm_campaign=Task%20%26%20Purpose_TPToday_Actives_Dynamic&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email
https://ad-aspi.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/2024-12/Cyclone%20Tracy-50%20years%20on_3.pdf?VersionId=S14xTmY5FqL3AW1w2Ohhxn0VB0vf3Aon
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